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Mr Hopkins

Hi everyone! We are rapidly approaching the 
end of another half term, with 

so

much to celebrate!  
Firstly, a huge well done to our

 Year 6 children who attended 
the Premier League

event at Fulham Football Club o
n Monday. The competition saw the

 best teams

from London come together to 
compete, with Bandon Hill being 

the only school

that took a mixed team of boys
 and girls to compete. Our girls

, in particular, did 

so well up against some excelle
nt competition! 

Remaining with the theme of S
port, Miss Hatchett has booked the ve

nue for our

2025 Sports Day, which we ca
n now share with parents and 

carers. Our Year 

1, 2 & 3 Sports day will be he
ld in the morning of Thursday 

3rd of July, with

our Year 4, 5 & 6 Sports Day
 occurring in the afternoon of 

the same day. 

More specific timings will be rele
ased closer to the time of the 

event, but we 

estimate that these will run fro
m 9.30-11.00am and 12.45-2.15pm.

 We thought we 

would share these dates with y
ou now, so they can be added 

to your diaries. You

can also to invite any friends a
nd relatives who would like to a

ttend too!

Our Reception Sports Day will 
take place the day after, on F

riday 4th of July

from 9.30-11.00am.
Parents and carers will shortly

 be receiving information regar
ding our

upcoming parents evenings. We encourage you to take this o
pportunity to meet

with the class teachers to hea
r all the great ways your child

ren are 

developing and also what their 
next steps are moving forward

s. Mrs Newsome

and Mrs Saunders will have a separ
ate link to book time slots with 

them, so

please keep an eye out for th
is on the letter when it arrives

.  

I have had a few questions re
garding school lunches over the

 past week or

so, which I have answered on 
the ‘School Lunches Update’ pa

ge, on this 

newsletter. As well as replying 
individually, I felt it necessary to

 be transparent 

and answer the questions that 
parents and carers have asked

 us, to 

share how we respond to pare
nt feedback.

We are really looking forward to
 our upcoming World Book Day event on

Wednesday 5th March 2025. There will be a se
parate letter coming to you

about this, and the children will
 be dressing up this year as 

their favourite 

animal book character.  
We’ll see you all tonight at the s

chool disco, for an evening of 
fun, dancing 

and also a few snacks! A huge
 thank you to all of our amazin

g PSA for

organising this great event - w
e could not have done it withou

t you1

Have a lovely weekend! 

BANDON HILLBANDON HILL

BULLETINBULLETIN
Headte

acher

Update



PSA UPDATES
Bandonhillschoolpsa@gmail.com
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Thank you to our wonderful 
parents and teachers 

for helping at tonights disco
Future Events

Friday 14th March: Mufti Day
We have had requests for pjs and onesies so this time we

thought we would have a comfy day. Anything your child loves
to wear and be comfy in.

 £1 donation on the gate or MCAS

Friday 28th March: Wonderful Women Gifting Event
The PSA will this year be holding a wonderful women event, to

celebrate all the wonderful women in our children's lives.
During school hours for a £5 ticket your child can buy a gift
for that special woman in their life be it mum, step-mum,

grannie, aunty or carer. 
Gifts include plants, mugs, keyrings etc placed in a bag with

a label.
There are a limited number of tickets available (200) on MCAS until

they sell out or Friday 22nd March



Would you like to join our

Parent Partnership Group?

Our Parent Partnership Group meets six times a year, to
discuss ‘all things Bandon Hill’. 

This can be in person or virtually.

We discuss actions we can take to improve the school and
welcome all parent and carer suggestions. 

Our next meeting is on:
 

Tuesday 11th March- 2.00 pm
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If you are in 
Reception or Year 6 

we would love for your to
join our group!



UPDATE - EYFS
CURRICULUM

NN
This week has been full of fun for the Nursery children as we enjoyed reading

the story ‘The Gingerbread man’. The children all loved joining in and shouting

‘Run, run, as fast as you can. You can’t catch me I’m the Gingerbread Man!’ 

Next week, we will be reading the story ‘The Little Red Hen’ and thinking about

how important it is to help our friends and family. We will also be learning

about patterns in maths which will involve creating our own patterns. 

Thank you to those families who have sent in the suggested £3 donation this

half term. Next half term our topic is food based and we are planning lots of

fun activities, such as making jam sandwiches and fruit kebabs and even a

chocolate fountain! We really are grateful for your donations as they make

these activities possible. Any further donations can be handed to Nursery

staff. Thank you once again!

Have a lovely weekend!

We have had a great week in Reception reading the traditional tale ‘The

Three Billy Goats Gruff’. The children all got to create their own trolls and

give them a name! 

Next week, we will be finishing the half term reading the tale ‘The Three

Little Pigs’. The children will get to create their own houses using different

resources and we will see which one stays standing when we blow a hair

dryer on them, just like the wolf!

In Phonics, we will continue to revisit our Phase 2 sounds so that we are

secure in them. In maths, we will revisit the learning we have completed

this half term and ensure the children have a good understanding of what

we have learnt. 

Thank you to those families who have sent in donations this half term. We

are very grateful and are looking into resources we can buy for the children

and their learning. Have a great weekend. 



When: Thursday 13th February 2025

Time: 3:10-3:25pm

Where: In the playground by the tables.

Prices: 20p-£1

Cash only, please!

The school council representatives will be
baking and decorating with Miss Heinpuu during

the afternoon, ready for the bake sale after
school! 

Please help us raise lots of funds for our lovely school! 

SCHOOL COUNCIL
 BAKE SALE!



Mason
House

Shanahan
House

Weir
House

Widdowson
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4437 3421 3658 3746

THIS WEEK
AROUND OUR SCHOOL

HOUSE POINTS



UPDATE KS1
CURRICULUM

PE DAYS
Attenborough - Mondays and Tuesdays 

Goodall  - Mondays and Thursdays
READING

Please bring back Phonics books by Thursday at the
latest.

SPELLINGS AND HOMEWORK
Spellings are practiced and checked during Fridays

review lesson in phonics.
Homework will be collected and set again on Fridays.

LIBRARY DAYS 
Attenborough- Monday

Goodall - Tuesday

In English this week, we have continued our topic

on traditional tales and have been listening to

two traditional stories, ‘Little Red Riding Hood’

and ‘The Three Little Pigs’. We have thought

about what a letter is and we have looked at

different features of a letter. We then wrote a

persuasive letter to the big, bad wolf, trying to

persuade him to be kind! We have learnt about

exclamation marks and thought about the type

of sentences where we might use an exclamation

mark at the end.

In maths, we have continued our learning on

doubles and used our knowledge of doubles to

work out near doubles, for example if we know

that 5+5=10 we can use this to work out 5+6=11.

We have also been thinking about subtraction

and solved some take-away problems by

counting back.

We've had another exciting and busy
week!

In Geography, we explored the diverse
animals that live in the savannah in

Kenya. In Science, we delved into
rainforest habitats, learning about the

different layers where various plants and
animals thrive. 

Meanwhile, in Music, we brought the
story of Little Red Riding Hood to life by

using instruments to vary tempo and
pitch.

Next week, the children will be creating
their own non-chronological reports

about habitats. They will also develop
their computing skills by learning to word

process and insert images into their
work. In DT, the children design and make

their own gift box based on the
mathematical net that a cube and a

cuboid are created from.

.African Drumming Workshop
Thursday 6th March

£7.50 by Friday 14 February please 
via the MCAS app 



THIS WEEK
ATTENDANCE FOR

PUNCTUALITY FOR

THIS WEEK

Goodall 95%
&

Frank 99%

Jeffers, Donaldson, 
Goodall & Ali

&
Frank



UPDATE KS2
CURRICULUM

We have really enjoyed The Witches book this half term and the activities that we’ve

completed in relation to this. Next week, we will be learning about persuasive devices

 (e.g. repetition, rule of three) and writing a speech to persuade people to join in the

fight to rid the world of witches and stop them turning children into mice. 

Learning about primary and secondary colours and how to create shades, tints and

tones has been our focus in our art lessons this half term. This week we will be putting

this knowledge into practice by sketching out our own design in preparation for

creating artwork based on the style of Jacob Lawrence. 

Just a reminder that our Friday weekly times table tests will now be a mix of all of times

tables 1 through to 12. Please ensure that children continue to practice their times

tables regularly to build confidence and fluency. Logins for their Time Tables Rockstars

accounts have been stuck onto the last page of their contact books and ‘Hit the Button’

is a great free game to practice also.

Your paragraph text

The children in Year Three have had another great week. Immersed in their Egyptian

topic, the children explored the fascinating process of mummifying tomatoes. In

addition, students have been developing their writing skills by composing a set of

instructional texts in English. This exercise encourages clarity and coherence in their

writing while allowing them to share their knowledge of the mummification process with

their peers.  

In maths, we  have encouraged children to link their multiplication and division facts .

This has provided an excellent opportunity for students to strengthen their

understanding of these fundamental concepts. The children have also enjoyed starting

to learn about weaving in D.T and are looking forward to making their final product!

Please ensure that children continue to practice their times tables regularly to build

confidence and fluency. Logins for their Time Tables Rockstars accounts have been

stuck onto the last page of their contact books and ‘Hit the Button’ is a great free game

to practice also.



PE Days update:
Curie Class: Thursdays
Hawking Class: Fridays
Swimming: Tuesdays

 

UPDATE KS2
CURRICULUM

PE Days Update:
Gandhi: Tuesday and Friday.

Luther King: Monday and Friday.

Year 6 have been busy this week, creating
their own newspaper reports inspired by

their class book.

 In maths, we have been exploring reflection
as well as calculating area and perimeter.

 Our science lessons have focused on what
makes a healthy diet and understanding the

ingredients in our food. 

A highlight of the week was our trip to
Wallington Girls, where we watched an

exciting drama performance of Jason and
the Argonauts—the children had a fantastic

time! 
It was also lovely to see so many of you at

our SATs meeting on Thursday. A copy of the
PowerPoint will be sent out for those who

couldn't attend.

 Looking ahead, we kindly ask for donations
of cardboard to be brought in by Monday in

preparation for our DT project day next
week. 

Additionally, a letter has been sent out
regarding the purchase of a second leavers’

hoodie. Please return your response by
Friday 14th February to ensure these can be
ordered, with payment due by Monday 3rd

March via MCAS.

The children have been working hard putting
into practise what they have learned so far in

maths by having a go at  arithmetic and
reasoning tests.

Should animals be kept in zoos? 
This was our discussion in our Reading Skills

lesson this week, were we were practising our
retrieval skills in finding the answers to

questions. 

In Computing, the children have enjoyed
learning about the Mars Rover machine; finding

out how information from Mars gets sent to
Earth via binary codes. The children decoded a

message using their knowledge of the binary
code system.

The children enjoyed going swimming again this
week and have shown great resilience when

trying new skills in the pool. 
 We have also been busy practising their

Showcase ready for next week’s performance
on Thursday 13th February at 14:30 pm.

We hope to see you at our Showcase on
Thursday! 



UPDATE
SCHOOL LUNCHES

Following on from our Parent Partnership Meeting earlier in the week, as a team we wanted
to share some of the frequently asked questions relating to school meals at Bandon Hill
Primary School.

How often is the school menu changed and do
children get a say in these changes?
Mr Hopkins meets with the Trust Catering Manager
twice every half term. In these meetings. we make
any necessary changes. As a school, we know which
types of food are popular given the clean plates at
the end of lunchtime! We previously asked some
children for their feedback. However, being a small
sample group and with 430 children on roll, it was
not an accurate representation of which foods
were truly being enjoyed.

Sometimes my child tells me there was not
enough food left for the last year group that
comes into the hall. Is this true?
There can be the the odd day (perhaps once a
term) where this is the case. This happens very
rarely though and there are always two other
options available. This term. for example, there
has been two days where we had run out of
jacket potatoes for the final year group, but
the two other options on the menu were still
available. 

Is there anything the
school can do to change
the order that Year groups
enter the hall for lunch?
Yes. We now have year
groups entering on a
rotation. This means that
some days children will be
entering the hall straight
away and on other days, a
little later.

Is there a particular portion size each day?
Given that foods have differing nutritional
values, there is not a standard size or weight to
a portion. All of our meals meet and exceed the
recommended guidelines. If your child is still
hungry, we would recommend that they ask an
adult for more. On most occasions we will be
able to provide them with additional food. If a
child asks, they will receive! 

Can my child take their own
drink into the lunch hall?
Yes. We do have over 200 cups
and also many jugs of water out
on the tables each day, but if
they want to bring in their own
bottle they are able to. We also
have a spare trolley in the
corner with additional cups and
water jugs for refills. 

Is my child able to ask for more food or
communicate any concerns to an adult?
At Bandon Hill we have many adults
who are on duty at lunchtimes
throughout the week. There is always a
member of the leadership team on duty
too, so if you child needs to, please
encourage them to speak to one of us if
they have a concern regarding their
lunch. If we know there is a problem, we
can make sure we help solve it!

Did you know:

There is a QR code
on the school menu
that will give you
more information
about the schools
meals we provide



TIPS
PACKED LUNCH 

A healthy packed
lunch will give
children the energy
and nutrition they
need to get the
most from their
day – helping them
to stay healthy,
feel good and be
ready and able to
learn. Packed
lunches should be
made up of foods
from the main
food groups and
portions should be
appropriate for a
child’s age and
size. This will
ensure every child
has a healthy and
nutritionally-
balanced lunch.



YEAR 1

YEAR 3                                       

YEAR 5                      

              YEAR 6                    

YEAR 2

YEAR 4

Group 1: disappointed, dissatisfied, dissimilar,
impatient, overreact, overrule, overseas, unnatural,

unnecessary, unsure

Group 2:  hiking, shining, joking, hoping, smiling,
surprising, loving, writing, coming, caring 

ancient, amateur, awkward, criticise,
equipment, excellent, foreign,
pronunciation, symbol, yacht

Group 1 Step 18 Challenge Words:
extreme, although, breath, caught, different,

exercise, medicine, thought, business,
possession

Group 2: 
puff, fluff, bell, doll, grass, kiss, buzz, 

fizz, clock, back

Group 1: hiding, seeing, having,
making, being, baking, carried, played,

tidied, cried

Group 2: seeing, hiding, being, 
played, cried

 

Please see the tricky words on the
home learning sheet in your child’s

home learning folder, which was sent
home today, which we are focusing on.

Group 1: great, main, grown, missed, meet,
grate, mane, groan, mist, meat

Group 2: hiking, shining, joking, hoping,
smiling , surprising, loving, writing, coming,

caring



UPDATE

NURTURE

This week in Nurture, we have been enjoying reading

‘The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister.’

The story beautifully illustrates the value of

generosity, sharing, and kindness while emphasising

the importance of inclusion. 

The children designed their own unique scales and

took great pride in their creations. 

In English, we have started reading ‘The Twits by

Roald Dahl.’ The children have been busy redesigning

the front cover and writing fantastic character

descriptions, showcasing their creativity and

descriptive writing skills!

In Maths, we have been exploring measurement,

focusing on millimetres, centimetres, and metres. The

children have thoroughly enjoyed estimating lengths

and using rulers and tape measures to check their

accuracy.

We have also begun the workbook - Starving the

Anger Gremlin, continuing the important work we

started with Starving the Anxiety Gremlin. The

children are earning their stars along the way and

demonstrating great progress in managing their

emotions.

In the afternoons, some of the children have been

returning to complete their class assessments.

Although this can be a challenging time, they have

shown great resilience and have worked incredibly

hard. We made sure their mental health remaind our

top priority and took regular brain and movement

breaks to support their wellbeing. 



Half-Term Library Events



Half-Term Library Events



Half-Term Library Events



Parent Webinars

February 2025



Carers Support

March 2025



Monday 3rd March 2025
9.30 - 10.30



Family Support



Don’t forget, our ‘live’ school
calendar can be found on our
school website or by clicking
here

https://www.bandonhillprimary.co.uk

Reminders for the Year
Reminders for the Year

Everything you need to know can be found at:

We also have our term dates for
next year on our website too, for
those who want to book their
holidays in advance! 

>>>>>>>>>

https://www.bandonhill.sutton.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=2&pid=111&viewid=3
https://www.bandonhillprimary.co.uk/

